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4 s-TV ready for the GIA* - v. , '~ '’* ■ *’ - "* " - ' -‘Not- only - that. “The .CIA ^would 
;-l 2jXhe ;'- CiA!— condemned L‘.by.^ be made with the technical and '’in^ 

and? accused bf^helpingiiiterpietive assistance”, of the; Ass^_ 
“-•Mi? foreign governments 'like ioakv-Lciation- of Former. Intelligence Off!-. /. 
** ffees and meddling in! the affairs of-* cers.(AFIO), whose 2.800 members 

•ff ^chinations-as.Chjle-and:iran— iV~mclude-some-l;100 et-CIA pereon- a; 

thersubjecL of a proposed pilot for. ijw.C/VT: „•> . 

f “fictibnalized” dramatic series on Co-executive +producer„.iarry._ 
i: - CBST~' r ~ r ~ : ~ Tjwr* ' 1 'l~ IS*- L^KThompson insists he’s “not on somei 

iTh^rative word 

: .CiA” ’ls~“proposed.”.r i The ; script?;,'-/ 1 — “Our intent,”? said .Thompson, “is * 
i h^n’t even- been \vfitten. “- ? i ----G—not-to ^whitewash anything. We - 
^r'|Tt*s a-“script-development deaCC, want to educate the American peo^ 
r said : Scott- M.-'Siegler/ CBSVvice i* P ,e to. what the CIA does, then-let-. 
i president,. dramatic program devel^ ^ e ™“ akeu P ^own minds ” . 

r/'opment “That means, it’s one ofa ^^Howeyer,, Siegler.;seemed • less . 

number of scripts being Considered v ;; positive about the proposed show’s . 
;;. for a pilot and a decision is probably j«V politics.*- “Whitewash?, We haven’t^ 
i/riine months away;*’’ v *~^ , ^ v ^^«^jeveh.prbjected it that far”. Siegler ~ 
}'* ^HoWevef^Sieglenaddedr, “On pai-^ said' the7‘time is light” for a series?/, 
’/peryatleaat, it’s stronger, than most; .like “The CIA.’^„ ».vfc/?;;.v//.^; 'g&p 
- and itcould be a breakthrough.”- ^|i^;^*America’s moving to the right :. 

^Twentieth/’ Century-Fox-TV apd'*r"Aih e rica-.'will-bec6me - more anti-/-? 
, Thompson,- Penny, ./ Wagiiery Pw-J^^r??gh;;|nore tolerant jrfJh^U.S^ 
^d«K^s^wi^^M.?f(»medi for ^protecting Jts . interests abroad, no;; 

the; occasion— are ; collaborating -oit"* ^ .matter who is president”- he said. • 
S-VJheCIA:” The scriptwillbe writi#^.5?ieAFIO would havenb creative 
' j3^’^»fdm«r.-.6ss crfficwrBd^rdAi^trol^but-wo^d^critique-fbr- 
;7AnHilCwho won Academy Awards? 7 ^-«>authenticity” and ’suggest; themes 
Pfor. 'hisiwiting of “Becket” ? andr^-tor stories from time to^time; should^ 
: .‘’Efcnic in the Streets.” CIA” be picked up for a series, . 
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bureau for eight seasohsoh ABC **£*The CIA’V ta: : shovv^v the agency’s 
^canSe 4 excused forSnibkeri ng about£^warts, J!but.this is . nottosay-.y ou’re_ 
“something 'called “The CIA.^1: fc going to Jiayes anything; )ike.( the j 

. J feiS , • ~ * 1 *1* ^ J 


-will recognizethestories f “he said^'1 
It would be revolutionary, indeed; f 
‘for aC government-regulated v TV 
.network to deal in a weekly. series, j 
.if’at.all, with the CIA’s alleged roles i 
in the * overthrow of ' the; A Uende i 
'government"' in .'Chile, and- ■ early 
backing of;: the; ShahVbf Iran. 
'However,- Thompson -won’t >talk : 
about specifics. *-~-*^** *“* 

' p|”l ormer CIA director*. William 
Colby once; told Thompson 
that “the problem^ with the 
. CIA was that it is so'secretive’ that*] 
the public didn’t know .what it did, | 
► and when they* did get information, 
jitwas in a vacuum.*’; ; ^ ^ : ; 

^ Would “The CIA” show the un-! 

. glamorous, unheroic seamier side of 

■ spying that hasn’t been seen weekly 
fon TV since CBS carried the British J 

series “I Spy”. some 15 years ago? ; J 
?. .“There are gobd guyslri the CIA ] 
and there are bad-, guys,” said ] 
Thompson, “They ,may get 7 : to ; a| 
point where, th ey i have to make "a? 
^decision ■ about what -justifies', the ; 
means,. Some mistakes will be made i 
and we will show. the.missions^ that 5 
-aren’t successfull But each week, if 
'you like the characters, you’ll uri-. 

■ derstand theyare^Amencanditizens 
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